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Affairs Journal (a non-profit publication for
US Regional and International Affairs
professionals) is printed by the Foreign
Area Officer Association, Mount Vernon,
VA. The views expressed within are those
of the various authors, not of the
Department of Defense, the Armed services
or any DoD agency, and are intended to
advance the profession through thought,
dialog and academic discussion. The
contents do not reflect a DoD position and
are not intended to supersede official
government sources. Journal content
constitutes or implies affirmation or
endorsement by FAOA or DoD.
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disseminating professional knowledge and |

furnishing information that promotes under-
standing between U.S. regional and interna-
tional affairs specialists around the world
and improve their effectiveness in advising
decision-makers. It is intended to forge a
closer bond between the active, reserve,
and retired FAO communities.
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The email address is: secretary@faoa.org

Office subscriptions are also available.
See the insert within the Journal for details.

SUBMISSIONS: The Association is a
totally voluntary enterprise. For the Journal
to succeed, we need articles, letters to the
editor, etc. Contributors should e-mail
articles to editor@faoa.org. Articles are
subject to editing by the FAO Journal Staff,
to ensure that space constraints of the
publication are met. Further information of
submissions, format requirements and
assistance can be found on the FAOA
website.
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ADDRESS CORRECTIONS: FAOA is a
private organization. We rely on the mem-
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Report 8 The Annual FAO Banquet, 18 May 2011

By LTC Don Baker, US Army FAO (48C)

It is hard to believe that the 2011 FAOA Formal Following a very enjoyable meal, Major General
Dinner is already a few months behind us. Everyone Hodges provided an informative presentation on US
had a great time during what is quickly becoming one policy in the South Asia region. His brief was
of the most highly anticipated events in the National especially timely given the recent demise of terrorist
Capital Region. Osama Bin Laden. Major General Hodges
fuded the efforts and benefits of FAOs

rvn]ig ot only in Afghanistan and Pakistan,
but also in all regions that carry out US

This yearo6s &eve
historic Army Navy Country Club
in Arlington, VA, where over 120

past, current, and future FAOs National and Military strategies. The
from,all servic’es came together for expertise_ and level of competency FAO-S
provide commanders in t

an evening of camaraderie. This
historic location provided the back-
drop for a fun evening of mingling,
dinner, and entertainment. The
evening began with a reception in
the Fort Richardson Room. Here,
guests were able to meet and
engage our guest Speaker, Major |
General Ben Hodges, Director
of the Afghanistan, Pakistan Coordination Cell.

well as the unforeseen engagements of the
future, has been and will continue to be a
vital part of the implementation of our

The ambiance was further enhanced by the great
piano music of US Air Force TSgt Robert Barnes. In
order to continue the Joint involvement, a US Marine
Corps Brass Quintet, led by MGySgt Max Cripe,
provided a brass quintet for the opening ceremonies
and presentation of the colors. Our thanks to their
participation and admiration for their abilities.

All attendees had a great time at this annual event

and many ar e already tal ki
formal. As the Army Navy
club house is set to be demolished next summer, the

FAOA has one additional opportunity to take
advantage of this remarkabl
Formal Dinner, currently scheduled for April 2012.

As we move into Fall, we will solicit volunteers to

wor k as part of next yeart
Consider becoming part of this effort so we can raise

the bar even higher than the one we exceeded

this year!




Page 4

Images from the Banquet




